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1. SUMMARY. I BRIEFED FONMIN BRUTUS JULY 25 ON INOUYE SUB- 
COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON HAITI AND PRESENTED NAMES OF ALLEGED 
DETAINEES ON WHOM INFORMATION REQUESTED BY SUBCOMMITTEE. 
BRUTUS FULLY UNDERSTOOD IMPORTANCE OF GOH PROVIDING PROMPT, 
DEFINITIVE RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON DETAINEES 
AND PROMISED HE WOULD TAKE UP MATTER WITH PRESIDENT IMME- 
DIATELY. END SUMMARY 

2. I CALLED ON FONMIN BRUTUS JULY 25 TO BRIEF HIM ON HIGH 
LIGHTS OF INOUYE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS JULY 23, OUTLINING 
NATURE OF ALLEGATIONS BROUGHT BY HAITIAN EXILE GROUPS, AFL/ 

CIO AND EPISCOPAL CHURCH. AS THE BACKGROUND TO THE REQUEST 
ON PRISONERS, I USED FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS, SUPPLEMENTED 
BY RELEVANT SECTIONS OF BROOKE REPORT: 

A. FON MIN HAS RECOGNIZED SERIOUS ' IMAGE" PROBLEM FOR 
HAITI IN THE U.S. DERIVING FROM PREVIOUS YEARS AND SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF DR. DUVALIER S ADMINISTRATION, INCLUDING 
THE OPPOSITION OF POLITICAL ENEMIES AND METHODS USED AGAINST 
THEM. 
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B. I HAD OFTEN DISCUSSED WITH FONMIN THE DIRECT CONNECTION 
BETWEEN U.S. FOREIGN POLICIES AND THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH IS ABLE TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN PUBLIC 
UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT FOR THOSE POLICIES. THE U.S. INTERNAL 
SITUATION TODAY IS SUCH THAT ALL POLICIES AND FOREIGN AID 
PROGRAMS ARE UNDERGOING PARTICULARLY SEVERE AND SEARCHING 
EXAMINATION BY THE PUBLIC AND THE CONGRESS. 

C. IN THE CASE OF HAITI. AS THE FONMIN IS AWARE, A REPORT 

BY THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE RAISED SERIOUS 
QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER U.S. AID TO HAITI WAS CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SENSE OF CONGRESS (SECTION 32 OF THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT) THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD PROVIDE NO MILITARY 
OR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO THOSE COUNTRIES PRACTICING THE 
IMPRISONMENT OR DETENTION OF THEIR CITIZENS FOR POLITICAL 
PURPOSES. 

D. SENATOR BROOKE'S VISIT TO HAITI IN APRIL WAS FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF EVALUATING THESE AND OTHER ALLEGATIONS. 

E. SENATOR BROOKE'S REPORT, JUST COMPLETED, IS GENERALLY 
POSITIVE, AND RECOMMENDS THE CONTINUATION OF THE AID PROGRAM 
FOR HAITI, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS. THE 
SENATOR RECOMMENDS AGAINST MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO HAITI, 

BUT BELIEVES THERE IS MERIT IN HELPING THE GOH ESTABLISH 

SEA SEARCH AND RESCUE CAPABILITY. 

F. NOTWITHSTANDING THE GENERALLY FAVORABLE REPORT, THE CHARGES RE- 
CURRENTLY BROUGHT AGAINST THE HAITIAN GOVT AND REITERATED IN THE 
JULY 23 HEARINGS, NOTABLY AS TO POLITICAL PRISONERS, SHOULD BE 
DEALT WITH DEFINITIVELY BY THE GOVT AND PUT TO REST, BECAUSE THEY 
CONSTITUTE CONTINUING TARGET OF ATTACK FOR CRITICS OF THE 

GOVT. AND INFLUENCE ATTITUDES OF MANY WHO WOULD OTHERWISE 
BE IMPRESSED BY THE RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND EFFORTS OF 
THE GOVT. 

G. THE PROVISION OF AUTHORITATIVE AND COMPLETE INFORMATION 
ON THESE PERSONS WILL GREATLY ASSIST HAITI’S CASE AS THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE CONSIDERS AID APPROPRIATIONS FOR THIS AND 
FUTURE YEARS. 
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3. BRUTUS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR BRIEFING AND MADE 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST: 

A. PRESIDENT DUVALIER REMAINED FIRMLY OPPOSED TO ANY 
REVERSION TO VIOLENT METHODS OF PAST. HE WANTED THOSE DAYS 
TO BE FORGOTTEN AND ALL EMPHASIS PUT ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
PLANS. HOWEVER, MANY OLD DUVALIERISTS WERE SUSPICIOUS OF 
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PRESIDENT'S POLICY AND REGARDED IT AS A DIRECT THREAT TO 

THEIR OWN POWER AND POSITION. SOME HAD ADVOCATED REPRESSIVE 

MEASURES FOLLOWING UNEXPLAINED PALACE EXPLOSION LAST 

YEAR, BUT PRESIDENT HAD REFUSED. OTHERS CONTINUE TO 

PLAY ROLE OF PROVOCATORS WITHIN THE GOVT, SEEKING TO 

PROVOKE CRACKDOWN THAT WOULD REASSERT THEIR OWN IMPOR 

TANCE. IN THIS RESPECT, BRUTUS NOTED, THEIR ACTIONS 

PARALLEL THOSE OF HAITIAN EXILES ABROAD WHO SOUGHT TO 

PROVOKE REGIME INTO VIOLENT ACTIONS THAT WOULD BRING 

DISCREDIT UPON IT. NEVERTHELESS THEIR INFLUENCE WAS BEING CURBED; 

MANY "MACOUTES" HAD BEEN DISMISSED BY MINISTER BLANCHET. 

B. REGIE DU TABAC WAS IN A PERIOD OF TRANSITION. 

PRESIDENT INTENDED TO NORMALIZE IT, BUT HAD TO PROCEED 
CAUTIOUSLY BECAUSE OF POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. 

C. BRUTUS AGREED THAT MATTER OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
SHOULD BE RESOLVED IF ONLY BY RELEASING INFORMATION 
ON THEIR FATE TO ASSUAGE CONCERN OF THEIR RELATIVES WHO 
REMAINED IN THE DARK (SOMETIMES WOMEN REMARRIED ON 
MISTAKEN ASSUMPTION THAT THEIR HUSBAND HAD DIED IN JAIL). 

HE FULLY APPRECIATED THE CONTINUING SOURCE OF IRRITATION 
THAT THIS PROBLEM CONSTITUTED IN US/GOH RELATIONS. 

4. I THEN PRESENTED LIST OF NAMES CONTAINED REFTEL, TYPED 
ON PLAIN WHITE PAPER, POINTING OUT THAT I WAS NOT 
INCLUDING THEM IN A FORMAL NOTE IN ORDER TO FACILITATE GOH 
RESPONSE. BRUTUS APPEARED TO APPRECIATE THIS METHOD, 

PROMISED HE WOULD TAKE MATTER UP IMMEDIATELY WITH PRESIDENT 
AND WOULD LET ME KNOW. 

ISHAM 
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